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Doing It 
"The term borderline does not refer to one's intelligence; it refers to what 
is thought to be the borderline between psychosis and neurosis." 
Borderline and Acting-Out Adolescents Gary Nielsen 
1 
When Daddy told his dog 
what to do 
she did it. 
2 
We moved to a different house 
when I was in the sixth grade. 
Daddy had to get two men 
to drag his dog out of the backyard. 
She knew 
she had been told 
to stay inside that fence. 
3 
Now I've got to be careful 
what I tell my daughter, Sally May, 
not to do because 
she won't do it. 
4 
Sally May doesn't stick her finger 
in the cake icing. 
5 
I never did obey Daddy. 
When I was thirteen 
I drank straight whiskey 
at the drive-in. 
The boy had his hand up my skirt. 
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6 
The first time Daddy 
got a stud for his dog 
he had to hold her 
before she'd let 
that dog enter. 
She shivered and whined 
and looked always 
at Daddy. 
7 
I watched the dogs fucking 
from my bedroom window. 
I couldn't see Daddy's eyes. 
8 
When my blood came 
the boys didn't have to come for me. 
I jumped the fence, 
giving myself to whoever 
happened to be first 
(and next). 
9 
Because Daddy held his dog still 
he felt a lot of responsibility 
for her litter. 
10 
Daddy didn't feel any responsibility 
for Sally May. 
11 
Sally May will not 
get her new dress dirty, 
drink whiskey 
or go to the drive-in. 
12 
I will have to choose 
Sally May's stud 
carefully. 
— Batista Horton 
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